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SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 118250 
63 

ORIGIN SS-10 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 /Oil R 
66610 

DRAFTED BY: NEA/ INS: ARRAY: HME 
APPROVED BY: NEA: IISISCO 

NEA/ INS: DKUX S/ S- O: P. SARROS PM/ ISO: JSTODDART 

067768 

R 271943 Z JUN 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 

SECRET STATE 118250 

EXDIS 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION CNO, JUNE 23, FROM SECSTATE RPTD 
TO YOU: 

QUOTE 

EXDIS 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION LONDON INFO CINCEUR, CINPAC, AND CINCLANT 
FROM STATE JUNE 18, REPEATED TO YOU: 

QUOTE 

S EC RET STATE 118250 
EXDIS 

E. 0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR/UK/US 
SUB J : DIEGO GARCIA 

1. DOD BUDGET CONSTRAINTS LED TO DECISION IN FEBRUARY 1972 
TO REDUCE CERTAIN ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY US ARMY AT KAGNEW 
STATION, ASMARA, WHICH HAS RESULTED IN CONSIDERABLE 
SECRET 
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REDUCTION IN BOTH PERSONNEL AND FUNCTIONS AT THAT STATION. 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THIS REDUCTION, AND BASED ON CONTINUING 
BUDGET RESTRICTIONS, US NAVY HAS REASSESSED ITS COMMUNICA- 
TIONS REQUIREMENTS THROUGHOUT INDIAN OCEAN/ RED SEA AREA IN 
ORDER TO DETERMINE POSSIBILITIES AND DESIRABILITY OF CON- 
SOLIDATING NAVY COMMUNICATIONS IN THAT AREA. NAVY STUDIES 
INDICATED THAT MOST PRACTICAL SOLUTION WOULD BE TO CON- 
SOLIDATE NAVY' S TACTICAL COMMUNICATIONS AT DIEGO GARCIA AND 
TO PHASE OUT ITS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY AT KAGNEW. WE HAVE 
INFORMED THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT THAT OUR PRESENCE AT 
KAGNEW IS UNDER REVIEW. FINAL DECISION WILL NOT BE MADE 
UNTIL THE REVIEW IS COMPLETED- IF DECISION IS MADE TO MOVE, 

DOD WOULD DESIRE TO COMPLETE THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE DIEGO 
FACILITY BY END OF FY 76. DIEGO GARCIA EXPANSION WOULD 
RESTORE COMMUNICATIONS COVERAGE IN GULF OF OMAN, ARABIAN SEA, 
AND WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN, WHERE KAGNEW PHASE OUT WOULD HAVE 
CAUSED TEMPORARY DEGRADATION. MOVE TO DIEGO GARCIA WOULD IN- 
VOLVE CONSIDERABLE ANNUAL DOLLAR SAVINGS, AND WOULD MOVE 
IMPORTANT COMMUNICATIONS LINKS TO FAR LESS POLITICALLY 
VULNERABLE LOCATION. 

2. IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT NECESSARY CONSTRUCTION 
FUNDS CAN BE OBTAINED IN FY 74 BUDGET, WE MUST 
MOVF RAPIDLY ON THE 

ENTIRE PROJECT. WE WILL PRESENT PLAN TO ENLARGE THE DIEGO 
COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY TO APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE OF 
CONGRESS. WHILE EXACT TIMING OF APPROACH TO CONGRESS NOT 
YET DETERMINED, RESULTS OF REQUESTED APPROACH TO UK 
DESCRIBED BELOW MAY BE A FACTOR. 

3. REQUEST EMBASSY APPROACH FCO AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY 
AT APPROPRIATE LEVEL AND REQUEST HMG CONCURRENCE FOR 
EXPANSION OF US COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY ON DIEGO GARCIA. 

WE ARE FLEXIBLE AS TO FORM OF UK CONCURRENCE. EMBASSY 
SHOULD DRAW ON FOREGOING AND MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. NO CHANGE IS CONTEMPLATED IN MISSION OF DIEGO 
FACILITY, I. E„ IT WILL REMAIN A COMMUNICATIONS STATION. 

B. EXPANSION BEYOND PERMANENT CONSTRUCTION DEMARCATION 
LINE IS NOT RPT NOT CONTEMPLATED. 
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C. SINCE PURPOSE OF STATION AND NATURE OF EQUIPMENT 
WILL REMAIN THE SAME, AND SINCE THE AREA LIMITS WILL NOT 
CHANGE, WE BELIEVE THAT THE DIEGO GARCIA AGREEMENT 1972 
AND THE SUPPLEMENTAL SERVICE- TO- SERVICE AGREEMENT WILL NOT 
RPT NOT REQUIRE ANY CHANGES OR AMENDMENTS. PROVIDING UK 
AGREES WITH THIS VIEW, WE DO NOT PROPOSE ANY FORMAL CHANGES 
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TO THOSE AGREEMENTS. 

D. IMPROVEMENTS IN MISSION CAPABILITY WILL REQUIRE AN 
ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL 226 PERSONNEL. THE ADDITIONAL CON- 
STRUCTION INDICATED PARA E BELOW WILL TO A LARGE EXTENT 
BE NEEDED TO HOUSE, FEED. AND SUPPORT THIS PERSONNEL 
INCREASE. 

E. FACILITIES TO BE CONSTRUCTED INCLUDE ADDITIONS TO 

THE TRANSMITTER, RECEIVER, AND COMMUNICATIONS OPERATIONS 
BUILDINGS, ADDITIONAL BARRACKS AND ADD- ONS TO OR 
EXPANSION OF OTHER SUPPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES AS 
NECESSITATED BY ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL. IMPROVEMENT AND 
EXTENSION OF THE UTILITY SYSTEMS ARE ALSO PLANNED. 

ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION IS ESTIMATED TO COST 8 MILLION 
DOLLARS. ADDITIONAL COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT COSTING ABOUT 
7 MILLION DOLLARS IS PLANNED FOR INSTALLATION AND A 
SATELLITE TERMINAL WILL BE INSTALLED. TOTAL COST 
( INCLUDING INSTALLATION COSTS) OF THE ADDITIONAL FACILITY 
WILL BE APPROXIMATELY 24 MILLION DOLLARS. 



F. YOU SHOULD OFFER TO HMG OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE UP 
TO 10 PER CENT OF NEW MANNING, SUGGESTING DESIRABILITY OF 
MAINTAINING THIS LEVEL OF BRITISH PARTICIPATION IF FACILITY 
IS TO CONTINUE AS TRULY JOINT US/ UK PROJECT. 

G. REQUEST HMG COOPERATION IN KEEPING THIS PROJECT 
CLOSELY HELD UNTIL FURTHER CONSULTATION. RO 

UNQUOTE ROGERS 

UNQUOTE. ROGERS 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** EXDIS 
*** Current Classification *** SECRET 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 JUN 1973 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE1 18250 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: NEA/ INS: ARKAY: HME 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SECSTATE WASHDC 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9730631 /aaaajrlw. tel 

Line Count: 160 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 DEC 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18-Dec-2001 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <10-Jan-2002 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> jms 980303 

Subject: DIEGO GARCIA 

TAGS: MARR, UK, US, n/a 

To: COLOMBO 

NEW DELHI 

Type: TE 
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